Timeline federalization USA

The process of federalization from 1776-1790
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July 4th 1776 Declaration of Inyepenyence

¢ all men are crmtegequal;
¢ ynalienable ﬁ(’g’hts: life, liberty, pursuit of happiness;
 {overnments derive their powers from the <§’0verneb/;

0 in case of destructive  Jovernments the mg'ht of the g’overnegto alter or abolish those

3’ove1°nments.
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1776-1789: 13 Confeb/eml states

¢ based on the treaty ‘Articles of Confederation’ (1777-1781);

hﬂvhg 4 confederal Congress but no real centml(government;

' 10 money, no Army, no foreign policy;

¢ g societal process to move from colony to country,

in 4 context of wncertain national dentity,

sem“chirg’ for basic principles and institutions of free  {overnment

each state creating its own form ofgavemment with its own institutions;
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April 16th 1787: James Madison writes George Wﬂshiyg’ton

¢ we neeé/ﬂ stroyger(g'overnment;

o because there are too many flaws in the confederal treaty ‘Articles of Confederation’

¢ 501 have Xesgneythe Virginia Plan’ in order to {ive the nation a more effective {overnment;
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May 29th 1787-September 1787: Convention of Philﬂb/elphiﬂ

¢ representatives of 12 (out of 13) Confederal states present; in total 55 b/elgutes;
 assignment: strergthen the confederal treaty ‘Articles of Confederation’

¢ Jisobedience 1: they dropped the confederal treaty omb/bgun workhg’ on 4 federal constitution; no opposition whatsoever
against the idea of 4 federal Constitution instead of 4 confederal Treaty;

¢ though tough debates about basic elements such as ‘what is democracy’?
o they voted down the clause to  {ive federal Congress the power to overrule ‘improper’ state laws;
¢ after two weeks (June 13th) the ‘Vig’iniﬂ Plan’ was lmgely uccepteE

o disobedience 2: when the draft federal constitution was reﬂbjy they asked the Citizens - and not the {overnments - of the
13 confederal states to ratify this Constitution,
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June 15th 1787: Introduction of the ‘New Jersey Plan’ by opposition

representatives of small confederal states opposeyto the mlirg in the Virginia Plan’ of
representation ﬂccorb/irg to the amount of the population instead of an equal vote for each state
in the national lgg’islatm"e;

‘Great Compromise’ on July Sth: they decided that there will be a Congress of two Houses - 4

lower House with representation accor&'yg to the number of Citizens per state and 4 Senate
where each state would have an equal wumber of representatives, irrespective the size of the state

or the amount of its inhabitants,




Convention solved basic questions in ten 52975 @)

solution of the tension between two principles of the Declaration of IanepenB/ence: unalienable 1g'hts

versus federal powers derived from the consent of the governeg;
i.e. how to prevent that these @Ms are submitted to the outcome of elections or of federal laws;

constitutional solution: vertical division of powers by limitative enumeration of federal powers;
how to ogﬂnise a republican (= democratic/ representative) form of(g’overnment

why and how establishing a bi-cameral representation;
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Convention solved basic questions in ten Xﬂ‘ys (2)

¢ fhow to organise the vertical and horizontal division of powers;

o how to build in checks and balances within the trias politica and within the vertical and horizontal Sivision of
powers;

¢ how to {et President: thm%’h the lg’islative branch or thro%’h elections;

¢ who appoints the federal ju@es and what is their power;

o how to deal with a) slavery in the context of liberty, b) financial problems of states, c) lanb/speculﬂtion, D)
foreg’n affairs and commerce, ¢) defence and f) taxes;

¢ how to organise the ratification of the draft federal Constitution by the Citizens.
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July 26th 1787: Appointing Committee

' esmblishirg of a Committee to arrange anysystemise the result of the decisions in the context of
the ‘Great Compromise’

o first document 1"%537 on August 6th, explicitly set up as the basis for a Constitution instead of 4
Treaty;

* very important: instead of power to the Congress o ‘legislate in all cases to which separate states

are incompetent’ the draft came up with a limitative set of powers of the Congress

o this is the vertical division of powers (nowa?)/ﬂys referred to as the Kompetens Kﬂmlg),
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August 7th-October 1787: debate about first doc and draft Constitution

o debate, clause by clause, word by word;

' settlhg the b/ispute about slavery (for the south) and commerce;

' b/eepenirg principles like the powers and the election of the President;

¢ on September 10th ﬂppointi% Committee on arrangement omb/style, chaireﬂy Governor Mortis, to B/Mft 4 final document;
o document sg'neXSeptembe1“ 17th 1787;

‘3 b/elgg’ates 0id not approve of the powers, given to the federal body;

' 39 %lgﬂm approveé/of their own work and after some minor chmges accepteé/it;

¢ all states present unanimously decided to submit the draft Constitution to the Confederal Congress and to the people of the 13
states, askhg the Citizens to ratify the Constitution.
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October 1787-April 1788: T he Federalist Papers

o Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay wrote 85 Federalist Papers under the pseuXonym Publius in
newspapers in New York;

¢ Hamilton; 51 Papers on énegetic g’overnment, powers of Congress, President ﬂnB/Supreme Court;

o Madison; 26 papers on the nature of the federal system, the checks and balances, the operating of the two Houses of
Corgress;

¢ Jay: only 5 Papers, due to an illness,

o they provoked reactions by Cato, Brutus, The Federal Farmer, Centinel, etc, some federalists, some anti-federalists

¢ clever use of perception: behg federalist = progressive - g’oo@uy; behg confederalist = anti-federalist = bﬂ@uy
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October 1787-May 1790: process of ratification of the Constitution

' setting the principle of unanimity aside: the Constitution would be in worki%' if the people of 9
states approved; thus majority voting;

¢ Delaware, New Jersey, Georgia ratified (small states content with the equality in the Senate)
Connecticut, Pennsylvania mtiﬁ’egin 1787,

0 Massachusetts in February 1788, Maryland in April 1788, South Carolina in May 1788 Virginia in

TJune 1788 (9 states in, thus Constitution in workirg), New Hampshire in June 1788, New York in
September 1788, North Carolina in November 1788, Rhode Island in May 1790,
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Why this success: they steppeé/out of the (confe&zml) box

¢ the Xelgﬂtes of the Convention of Philﬂ%lphia ignore?three rules:

¢ 1) they gnoreythe assignment to stre%*then the ‘Articles of Confederation’ and created a
federal Constitution;

¢ 2) they g’noreythe unanimity rule aniintrn&ceﬁm@orz’{y voting;

0 3) they gnoreythe overnments of the Confederal states by aski;g’ the Citizens of those
states to ratify the Constitution,
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What should we learn from this?

we have to step out of the EU-box in order to establish a European Federation;

this implies never tm'% to chmge (g’ﬂin) the Treaty of Lisbon in order to qet feyeml Europe; that will
not work; see Paper 11;

this implies also askirg the European Citizens (and not the overnments of the member states) to ratify a
federal European Constitution;

if you 0 today the same as you have done yesterday, you will get tomorrow the same results as you have ot
today; if you do not like those results, then change your approach today; only then you will have other

results tomorrow,
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Question

o the federal Constitution of the United States of America, as well as the 85 Federalist

Papers by Hamilton, Madison and Jay, are completely based on the ideas anXtho%'hts of
European political-philosophers. From Aristotle, thro%'h Althusius to Montesquiew;

¢ why 30wt we Europeans follow that example?
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